
Annual Impact Summary 2017-18
Scholarships supporting California Community 
College students every year in perpetuity
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Being a Community College student, it’s usually not the tuition that causes difficulty, 
but the costs of living, food, transportation, and books that make attending school 
expensive. This scholarship will help me out immensely.”  — Jenn A.
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At a time when the actual cost of attending 
college continues to rise and make headlines, 
we’re proud to be a partner in the ongoing 
support of community college students by 
distributing these Osher scholarships  
each year.” 

—Keetha Mills  
President and Chief Executive Officer  

Foundation for California Community Colleges

“



Recent Updates
Award amounts increased as of July 2019

Per the Bernard Osher Foundation Grant Agreement, the 
Foundation for California Community Colleges annually 
reviews the Consumer Price Index to determine the effect 
of inflation. Based on this review, we have determined that 
California Community Colleges Scholarship Endowment 
(CCCSE) Osher Scholarship award amounts will increase by 
$100 beginning with the 2019-20 scholarship cycle.
 
Beginning July 1, 2019, CCCSE awards will increase from 
$1,100 per year or $550 per semester to $1,200 per year or 
$600 per semester. Osher Scholars will continue to be eligible 
for renewal scholarships not to exceed a cumulative award 
total of three times the amount of the annual maximum 
award, which will be $3,600 beginning July 1, 2019.  
Colleges may still choose to pro-rate awards based on  
a student’s unit load. 

Clarification of prorating practice; updated July 1, 2019

Here’s a brief reminder of the clarification of scholarship 
guidelines and the process of prorating based on units. 
Prorating funds based on units enrolled is a suggestion, rather 
than a requirement. If your school finds that prorating does 
not meet your students’ needs, you do not have to do so. 

Under the new, increased award amounts, this means a 
student taking at least 6 units can qualify for up to $600  
per semester.

Scholarship recipients can receive up to $600 per semester 
for a total of $1,200 per year*, and part-time students may 
receive prorated scholarships, with suggested amounts
listed below:

• Full-time (12 or more units per term)  
= up to $600 per semester (or $1,200 cumulative)

• Three-quarter-time (9-11.99 units per term)  
= up to $450 per semester (or $900 cumulative)

• Half-time (6 – 8.99 units per term)  
= up to $300 per semester (or $600 cumulative)

 

*If a student’s enrollment status dropped below half-time during a scholarship-
supported year for an excusable reason, such as severe illness or a family emergency, 
then the college at its discretion can continue scholarship support while adhering  
to all other program guidelines.

About
The goal of the CCCSE and CCCSE Osher Scholarships is 
to support student success and opportunity by distributing 
scholarships from a permanent fund every year. The CCCSE 
and corresponding three-year fundraising campaign were 
made possible thanks to the generosity of The Bernard Osher 
Foundation. In May 2008, the Osher Foundation made a 
historic pledge to the California Community Colleges, giving 
an unprecedented lead gift of $25 million to establish the 
endowment, and committing additional match dollars for 
amounts raised by the system. Over the course of three years, 
a permanent scholarship fund totaling approximately $70 
million was established to support students who struggle to 
afford the ever-rising cost of an education. 

To maximize returns, all funds contributed to the CCCSE are 
invested in a pooled investment fund held by the Foundation 
for California Community Colleges.

Contact
If you have questions or new or updated contact information 
for CCCSE Osher Scholarships, contact:  
endowment@foundationccc.org.

www.foundationccc.org/cccsehub

This scholarship will help me get one step 
closer to achieving my goals by allowing 
me to afford certain materials that I might 
need... By being awarded the Osher General 
Scholarship I am now one step closer to my 
goal of being a research Chemist. I would 
like to once again thank the Bernard Osher 
Foundation... and hope that I can one day 
help students achieve their goals just as the 
Bernard Osher Foundation has helped me.”  

— Erick A.
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